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This opinion contains indications relating to the following items: 



Box No. I 

□ Box No. II 

□ Box No. Ill 

□ Box No. IV 
M Box No. V 

□ Box No. VI 

□ Box No. VII 



Basis of the opinion 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Und / r R 'i i,e ^ b/S/l (a>(,) With re9ard to noveft y- inve " tjv * ^ep or industrial 
applicability, citations and explanations supporting such statement inousinai 

Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the international application 



2. 



□ Box No. VIII Certain observations on the international application 
FURTHER ACTION 

will not be so considered ( ) ° pln ' 0nS ° f th,s lnte ™tional Searching Authority 



whichever expires later. 9 PCT/ISA£20 or before the expiration of 22 months from the priority date, 

For further options, see Form PCT/ISA£20. 

For further details, see notes to Form PCTyiSA£20. 
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Box No. I Basis of the opinion 

1 . With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of the international application in 
the language in which it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

□ This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original language into the following 
anguage , which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search 
(under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)), 

2. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and 
necessary to the claimed invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. type of material: 

□ a sequence listing 

□ table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material: 

□ in written format 

□ in computer readable torni 

c. time of filing/furnishing: 

□ contained in the international application as filed. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

3. □ In addition in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/br table relating thereto 

has been filed or furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional 
copies is identical to that in the application as filed or does not go beyond the application as filed as 
appropriate, were furnished. 

4. Additional comments: 
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1- Statement 
Novelty (N) 



Inventive step (IS) 



Industrial applicability (IA) 



Yes: Claims 
No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 
No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 
No: Claims 



1-49 



1-49 
1-49 



2. Citations and explanations 



see separate sheet 
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1 



Reference is made to the following documents- 
D1 : US 5 707 869 A (WOLF ET AL) 1 3 January 1 998 (1 998-01 -1 3) 

US 2002/189374 A1 (DESILETS KENNETH ET AL) 19 December 2002 (2002- 

US 1^0^^^ ROBERT A ET AL) 3 July 2003 (2003-07-03) 
US 5 650 323 A (ROOT ET AL) 22 July 1 997 (1 997-07-22) 
US-A-4 308 351 (LEIGHTON ET AL) 29 December 1981 fl981 i?pqx 
US 2003/1 04494 A1 (RAVKIN ILYA ET AL) 5 June 2003 (2003^5) 



D2 

D3 
D4 

D5: 
D6: 



2 INDEPENDENT CLAIM 1 



2.1 



2.2 



The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1 ) PCT because thP 
subject-matter of claim 1 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) PCT 

^7^?^^^ " t0 ^is document): 

^ uevice ror tne study of cells comprising a vessel (e a fia 4 r»f m\,*»hK««~ 
edge top edge defining a nm and said rim surround ing^open! g an Ta ourZ 
damper (membrane 20) substantially disposed within said vessel In D1 ceN hand,™ 
methods oompnse loading cells into said vessel on a bottom surfa^TiPnf L f 

XTn^olonen, * ~' *° SaW (basal *»*> a " d «*«*> •* 
ateo S^T « . P ° UrrentS and ,hus reduce movement of said cells D1 

J? 2~ * T?' m ° Veabte and fixed me "*™es, additional inlet ports to 
directly access and circumvent the damping component 

^i^S^^^S^^^-^tM!) PCT, because the 
j n marrer or claim 1 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2TpCT 

^d™,he ~ o^ T°" ~ eSSS ap ^ 10 « s d — 1>: 
^hTh! for . the ^ of °e»s wrth a vessel (well with bottom and rim en fia 1-41 

uLium ana rim, tig. 10-11) and damping components (baffles) in 
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.-~r„r s ro/r^ ~ w unimpeded ,,uid « 

23 ^^^^^^^^ — - 

2.5 The present application does not meet the criteria of Article xui ,Brr k 

subject-matter ot claim i is no, new in the sense ot A^iole 33® ^ ^ ^ 

ST ^ ^ document): 

and su„ab,e to dampen tluid currents be^sT £ ~ 

The present application does not meet the criteria of Article ™, i B rr u 
subject-matter of Cairn 1 is no, new in the sense of Articte33@>) PCT ^ "* 



2.6 



3 INDEPENDENT CLAIM 32 
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3.1 



As can be seen from point 2.1 D1 discloses also all technical features of independent 
claim 32. Thus, does the present application not meet the criteria of Article 33(1) 

PCT, because the subject-matter of claim 32 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) 
PCT. 



3.2 Also D5 and D6 disclose methods to study cells which include cell introduction 

disposing inserts into said wells and adding another material and wherein said inserts 
dampen fluid currents when liquid is added. Thus they disclose all technical features 
of method claim 32. Consequently, Claim 32 does not meet the criteria of Article 
33(1) PCT, because the subject-matter of claim 32 is not new in the sense of Article 

33(2) PCT. 



4 DEPENDENT CLAIMS 2-31 , 33-49 

Dependent claims 2-31, 33-49 do not contain any features which, in combination with 
the features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of the PCT in 
respect of novetty and/or inventive step (Article 33(2) and (3) PCT), see citations as 
given above and in the International Search Report. 
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